He is God! O God my God!
Bestow upon me a pure heart,
like unto a pearl.
‘Abdu’l-Bahá
May Badee

Pearls are the product of the act of
self preservation by A mollusc

Creation of a pearl
 Protective reaction of an oyster or mussel to a foreign body.

 If the mollusc does not react in this way it will die.
 The mollusc covers the intruder with a pearl sac, which in turn
deposit layers of nacre and slowly form the pearl, layer by
layer.
 The nacre is composed of microscopic crystals of calcium
carbonate, aligned perfectly with one another, so that light
passing along the axis of one crystal is reflected and refracted
by another to produce a rainbow of light and color.

Special qualities of pearl
 Unlike gemstones or precious metals that must be
mined from the earth, pearls are grown by live
oysters far below the surface of the sea.
 Gemstones must be cut and polished to bring out
their beauty. But pearls need no such treatment to
reveal their loveliness and soft inner glow
 No two pearls are ever exactly alike

Pearls: Symbolism
 Wisdom acquired through experience.
 Believed to attract wealth and luck as well as offer protection.
 Purity, generosity, integrity, and loyalty of its wearer.
 In many ancient societies pearls symbolized the moon and were imbued
with magical properties.
 Ancient Chinese civilizations believed that wearing pearls protected a
person from fire and dragons,
 Other cultures have associated them with chastity and modesty.
 In Victorian England small seed pearls were often used in mourning
jewellery to symbolize tears.

Pearl – in religions…
 The Hindu tradition describes the sacred Nine Pearls
 The kings of Malabar wore a necklace of 104 rubies & pearls. Every
king had to say 104 prayers every morning & evening.
 Hindu custom to present a completely new, undrilled pearl and
pierce it during the wedding ceremony.

 Jesus compared the Kingdom of Heaven to a "pearl of great price".
"The twelve gates of the New Jerusalem are reportedly each made of
a single pearl, that is, the Pearly Gates.
 The Qur'an often mentions that dwellers of paradise will be adorned
with pearls

Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá
“Salutation and praise, blessing and glory
rest upon that primal branch of the Divine
and Sacred Lote-Tree, ... the most
wondrous, unique and priceless pearl that
doth gleam from out the Twin surging
seas;...”

Tablets of Divine Plan; to Canada
... One pearl is better than a thousand
wildernesses of sand, especially this pearl of
great price, which is endowed with divine
blessing. Erelong thousands of other pearls will
be born from it. When that pearl associates
and becomes the intimate of the pebbles, they
also all change into pearls.

Tablets of Divine Plan; to Canada

…Through the effect of their pure
breath, they must change the stone
into the brilliant ruby and the shell
into pearl.

The Summons of the Lord of Hosts
Bahá’u’lláh

Consider a pearl which shineth by
virtue of its inherent nature. If it be
covered with silk, its lustre and
beauty will be concealed.

Tablets of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá
So long as the pearl remaineth hidden at
the bottom of the sea, its value is not
known nor its brilliancy and fineness
seen, it is only when in the hands of the
expert jeweller that its great beauty
becomes revealed.

Immerse yourselves
in the ocean of My words,
that ye may unravel its secrets,
and discover
all the pearls of wisdom
that lie hid in its depths…
Bahá’u’lláh

